Introduced by Council Member Gaffney & Co-Sponsored by Council
Members Carter & Dennis:
RESOLUTION 2016-23-A
A RESOLUTION HONORING AND COMMENDING JOHN DANIEL BAKER II, BUSINESS AND CIVIC LEADER, FOR A LIFETIME OF NOTEWORTHY ACHIEVEMENTS; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS,
born in Jacksonville in August 1948, John Baker has been an outstanding, widely-respected businessman and civic leader whose many contributions have made ours a better city; and

WHEREAS,
educated at Woodberry Forest School in Virginia, John Baker went on to earn a Bachelor of Arts degree at Princeton, and subsequently graduated with honors from the University of Florida School of Law; upon receipt of his law degree, Mr. Baker served as a 1st Lieutenant in the United States Marine Corps from 1973 to 1974; and

WHEREAS,
though initially reluctant to join a company that his father had founded and where his older brother was at its helm, John Baker joined Florida Rock in 1974; in Jacksonville, Florida Rock Industries is synonymous with the Baker family and for 33 years, from 1974 to 2007, Mr. Baker applied his leadership skills to the Jacksonville-based industry and ultimately served as President and Chief Executive Officer; today, both his and his brother Ted’s sons are working for Florida Rock; and
WHEREAS,
troubled by what he saw as an increasing racial divide in his beloved Jacksonville; he saw the business community surging while the black community floundered because the lack of good jobs, poverty and crime;  John Baker felt that he had to do something to help ameliorate those conditions; he felt that education was key; and
WHEREAS,
passionate about the significance of education in the early years, Mr. Baker conferred with black leaders and others; he discovered the value and success of charter schools; with his and the resources of other business leaders, Mr. Baker launched the construction of Tiger Academy that was based on the KIPP School model; he subsequently brought a KIPP School to Jacksonville; its students FCAT scores are among the highest in the Northwest Quadrant;
Mr. Baker has been Chairman of Tiger Academy, Chair and Trustee of KIPP School Jacksonville, and since 2014, a member of Edward Waters College Board of Trustees; and

 WHEREAS,
currently, in addition to becoming President and Chief Executive Officer of Patriot Transportation Holding, Mr. Baker serves on the Board of Directors of Wells Fargo & Company; was formerly on the Board of Directors of Texas Industries, Inc.; Chairman, Panadero Aggregates; and as Senior Advisor, Brinkmere Capital Partners, LLC; and

WHEREAS,
throughout his life and career, John Baker has always been committed and faithful to his family, church, country, hometown and his expansive professional responsibilities; he has given much to improve Jacksonville’s quality of life; John Daniel Baker II has been the quintessential civic leader; now therefore


BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

The City Council does hereby honor and commend John Daniel Baker II, business and civic leader, for a  lifetime of noteworthy achievements and extends its best wishes for continued successes and Godspeed in the years ahead.





Section 2.

Effective Date.  This Resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

  /s/ Margaret M. Sidman 
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By: John J. Jackson, Council Research Division
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